
BUYING, SELLING OR TRANSPORTING INSTRUMENTS INTERNATIONALLY 
 

New rules apply to buying , selling , or even bringing rosewood guitars across international borders.  
As of January a permit has to be obtained to ship a Guitar with any amount, or any type of 
rosewood.  A bass was ordered in January and waited 2 months for the manufacturer to get the 
permit to ship the bass as it had a rosewood fretboard. 
 
See following article published by IBMA before making any transaction or even carrying your 
rosewood or vintage guitar into the US. 

 
https://ibma.org/press/archives/you‐cant‐take‐my‐guitar‐what‐every‐traveling‐musician‐should‐

know‐about‐cites 
 

 

You Can't Take My Guitar! What Every Traveling Musician ... 

ibma.org 

By Dwight Worden INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND CITES is the acronym for the 
international treaty governing trade and transport of endangered species. The acronym ... 

 


